Scripture Reading

Genesis 1:26-31 (NIV)

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 2’ So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. 2 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 2° Then God said,
"I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree
that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 3° And to all the beasts of
the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--
everything that has the breath of life in it--1 give every green plant for food." And it
was so. 3! God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.

1. The image of God

Genesis 2:8-14 (NIV)

& Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put
the man he had formed. ® And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of
the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into
four headwaters. ' The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire
land of Havilah, where there is gold. > (The gold of that land is good; aromatic
resin and onyx are also there.) 3 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it
winds through the entire land of Cush. * The name of the third river is the Tigris;
it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

2. ldentity theft

Genesis 2:16-17 (N1V)

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in
the garden; 1’ but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

3. Jesus catches the thief



Colossians 1:13-15 (N1V)

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, ** in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. ° He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.

Colossians 3:10 (N1V)
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image
of its Creator.

Ephesians 4:24 (N1V)
24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness.



