Scripture Reading

Romans 1:1-5 (NIV)

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel
of God-- 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy
Scriptures ® regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of
David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the
Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. ® Through
him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from
among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.

1. The gospel

Romans 1:1-5 (NIV)

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel
of God-- 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy
Scriptures

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (N1V)

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  The
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 (NIV)

1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in
vain. ® For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, # that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, ® and that he appeared to Peter,
and then to the Twelve. ® After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen
asleep. ” Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

2. The essential elements of the gospel

a. The gospel is the plan of God




1 Corinthians 15:3 (N1V)
3 For what | received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures,

b. The gospel is a divine accomplishment

Colossians 2:13-14 (N1V)

13 'When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful
nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, ** having
canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood
opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.

Romans 8:1-2 (NIV)

! Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law
of sin and death.

John 3:16 (N1V)
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

c. The gospel is believed and received

John 1:12 (NIV)
12 et to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God--

d. The gospel is a historical event

1 Corinthians 15:5-6 (NIV)

® and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. ® After that, he appeared to
more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep.

3. The gospel is good news
Romans 5:11 (NI1V)

11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.



