
Scripture Reading 

 

1 Peter 3:8-15 (NIV)  
8  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 

brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 

insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a 

blessing. 10  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue 

from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11  He must turn from evil and do 

good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 

against those who do evil." 13  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 

good? 14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not 

fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  

 

1) The motivations of our world 

 

a) Greed 

 

1 John 2:15-16 (NIV)  
15  Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. 16  For everything in the world--the cravings of 

sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes 

not from the Father but from the world.  

 

b) Fear 

 

1 John 4:18 (NIV)  
18  There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 

with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  

 

Genesis 3:1-6 (NIV)  
1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden'?" 2  The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the 

trees in the garden, 3  but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is 

in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4  "You 

will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5  "For God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 



evil." 6  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 

it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  

 

Genesis 3:7-10 (NIV)  
7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; 

so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8  Then the 

man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 

the garden. 9  But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 10  He 

answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 

hid."  

 

2. Our motivation as believers 

 

Matthew 4:3-11 (NIV)  
3  The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 

become bread." 4  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" 5  Then the devil took him 

to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6  "If you are 

the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will 

command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so 

that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" 7  Jesus answered him, "It is also 

written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 8  Again, the devil took him to 

a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. 9  "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship 

me." 10  Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the 

Lord your God, and serve him only.'" 11  Then the devil left him, and angels came 

and attended him.  

 

1 John 4:7-17 (NIV)  
7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8  Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9  This is how God showed his love among us: He 

sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10  This is 

love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 11  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. 12  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 

us and his love is made complete in us. 13  We know that we live in him and he in 

us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14  And we have seen and testify that the 



Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15  If anyone acknowledges 

that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16  And so we know 

and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 

God, and God in him. 17  In this way, love is made complete among us so that we 

will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like 

him.  

 

3. Our hope 

 

Romans 15:13 (NIV)  
13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 


