
Scripture Reading 

 

Colossians 1:15-23 (NIV)  
15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16  For by 

him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 

and for him. 17  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18  And 

he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 

among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19  For God 

was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20  and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. 21  Once you were alienated from God and 

were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22  But now he has 

reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his 

sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 23  if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the 

gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 

and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.  

 

1. The new self 

 

Colossians 3:10 (NIV)  
10  and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image 

of its Creator. 

 

2. Reflecting the image of God 

 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)  
10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

Ephesians 3:10 (NIV)  
10  His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 

should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

 

3. How do I get to heaven? 

 

Matthew 6:9-10 (NIV)  
9  "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, 10  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  



 

Psalm 98:1-9 (NIV)  
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand 

and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2  The LORD has made his 

salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 3  He has 

remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the 

earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the 

earth, burst into jubilant song with music; 5  make music to the LORD with the 

harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, 6  with trumpets and the blast of the 

ram's horn-- shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 7  Let the sea resound, and 

everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 8  Let the rivers clap their hands, 

let the mountains sing together for joy; 9  let them sing before the LORD, for he 

comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples 

with equity.  

 


