
Scripture Reading 

 

Exodus 40:34-38 (NIV)  
34  Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled 

the tabernacle. 35  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had 

settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36  In all the travels 

of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would 

set out; 37  but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out--until the day it lifted.  
38  So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the 

cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels.  

 

1. God wants to dwell with us 

 

Exodus 32:1-4 (NIV)  
1  When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 

mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will go 

before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know 

what has happened to him." 2  Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold earrings 

that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me."  
3  So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4  He took 

what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, 

fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of Egypt."  

 

Exodus 32:21-24 (NIV)  
21  He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to you, that you led them into such 

great sin?" 22  "Do not be angry, my lord," Aaron answered. "You know how prone 

these people are to evil. 23  They said to me, 'Make us gods who will go before us. 

As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has 

happened to him.' 24  So I told them, 'Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.' 

Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!" 

 

2. The power of prayer 

 

Exodus 32:7-14 (NIV)  
7  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you 

brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 

 

Exodus 32:11 (NIV)  
11  But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why 



should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with 

great power and a mighty hand? 

 

3. God keeps His promises 

 

Exodus 32:13-14 (NIV)  
13  Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by 

your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their 

inheritance forever.'" 14  Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people 

the disaster he had threatened.  

 

Numbers 14:19-23 (NIV)  
19  In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you 

have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now." 20  The LORD 

replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked. 21  Nevertheless, as surely as I live 

and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, 22  not one of the men 

who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert 

but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times-- 23  not one of them will ever see 

the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with 

contempt will ever see it.  

 


