
Scripture Reading 

 

Mark 1:1-15 (NIV)  
1  The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2  It is written in 

Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 

way"-- 3  "a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him.'" 4  And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5  The whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, 

they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6  John wore clothing made of 

camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7  And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than I, 

the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8  I baptize 

you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 9  At that time Jesus 

came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10  As Jesus 

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. 11  And a voice came from heaven: "You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 12  At once the Spirit sent him out 

into the desert, 13  and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He 

was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 14  After John was put in 

prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15  "The time 

has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good 

news!"  

 

1. What is the kingdom of God? 

 

Mark 1:15a (NIV)  
15  "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near.  

 

Daniel 9:24 (NIV)  
24  "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.  

 

2. The kingdom doesn’t look like they expected 

 

Mark 1:2b (NIV)  
2  … "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way"--  

 



Mark 1:3 (NIV)  
3  "a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 

paths for him.'"  

 

Matthew 11:2-10 (NIV)  
2  When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples  
3  to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone 

else?" 4  Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  
5  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.  
6  Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." 7  As John's 

disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did 

you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8  If not, what did 

you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes 

are in kings' palaces. 9  Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 10  This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will 

send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'  

 

Mark 1:9-11 (NIV)  
9  At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10  As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 

open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11  And a voice came from 

heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  

 

Psalm 2:6-7 (NIV)  
6  "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill." 7  I will proclaim the decree of 

the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father.  

 

Isaiah 42:1 (NIV)  
1  "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 

my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.  

 

3. Repent and believe 

 

Mark 1:15 (NIV)  
15  "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe 

the good news!"  

 

Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV)  
2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 



great, and you will be a blessing. 3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 

curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  

 

Mark 10:35-45 (NIV)  
35  Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, 

"we want you to do for us whatever we ask." 36  "What do you want me to do for 

you?" he asked. 37  They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at 

your left in your glory." 38  "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can 

you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?"  
39  "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink 

and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40  but to sit at my right or left 

is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been 

prepared." 41  When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 

John. 42  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are 

regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 

authority over them. 43  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant, 44  and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 

all. 45  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many."  


