Scripture Reading

Matthew 5:13-20 (NIV)

13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled by men. ** "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. ¥ Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. ¢ In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven. ¥’ "Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 8 I tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2° For |
tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

1) We are living as new creation people

Matthew 5:1-12 (NIV)

! Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying: * "Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. # Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted. ®> Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

® Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. & Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. ° Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
sons of God. 1° Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. * "Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

2) The salt of the earth

Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV)
2 "1 will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; I will make your name



great, and you will be a blessing. ® 1 will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

Exodus 19:5-6 (N1V)

> Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will
be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, ¢ you will be for me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites."

1 Peter 2:9 (N1V)

° But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

3) The light of the world

Isaiah 49:5-6 (NIV)

> And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to
bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for | am honored in the eyes
of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- © he says: "It is too small a thing
for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of
Israel | have kept. | will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth."



