Scripture Reading

Luke 15:1-10 (NIV)

! Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him.

2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them." 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: * "Suppose one
of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-
nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? > And when
he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders ® and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; | have found my lost
sheep.'” | tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to
repent. 8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when
she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with
me; | have found my lost coin.' 1 In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

1) Why is there a party?

Luke 15:7 (NI1V)

’ 1 tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to
repent.

Luke 15:10 (NIV)
19 1n the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.”

2) Repentance

Jeremiah 31:32-33 (NIV)

32 1t will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when I took them
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though |
was a husband to them," declares the LORD. * "This is the covenant | will make
with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in
their minds and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my
people.

3) Your way or His way



Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV)

1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the
LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back
and forth among them, and | saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley,
bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" |
said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know." # Then he said to me, "Prophesy to
these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! °® This is
what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: | will make breath enter you, and
you will come to life. ® I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you
and cover you with skin; 1 will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then
you will know that I am the LORD." 7 So I prophesied as | was commanded. And
as | was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came
together, bone to bone. 8 | looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and
skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. ® Then he said to me,
"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these
slain, that they may live." ¥ So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath
entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army. ** Then he
said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' > Therefore prophesy and
say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, | am going to
open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. ©* Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when | open your
graves and bring you up from them. * I will put my Spirit in you and you will live,
and | will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have
spoken, and | have done it, declares the LORD.™



