Scripture Reading

1 Peter 3:8-15 (NIV)

8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compassionate and humble. ° Do not repay evil with evil or insult with
insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a
blessing. '° For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. !' He must turn from evil and do
good; he must seek peace and pursue it. ' For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil." > Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do
good? '* But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not
fear what they fear; do not be frightened." !> But in your hearts set apart Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

1) The motivations of our world

1 Peter 3:9-11 (NIV)

? Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this
you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. ' For, "Whoever would love
life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful
speech. ' He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.

2. Our motivation as believers

1 Peter 3:8-15 (NIV)
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compassionate and humble.

1 John 4:7-17 (NIV)

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. ® Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. ° This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. '© This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. !! Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. ' No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in
us and his love is made complete in us. > We know that we live in him and he in
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. '* And we have seen and testify that the



Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. !° If anyone acknowledges
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. '® And so we know
and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him. !7 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we
will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like
him.

3. As you go

Matthew 28:19-20a (NIV)

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ° and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you...

1 Peter 3:12a (NIV)
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their
prayer, ......

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NIV)

14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died. > And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live
for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.



