Scripture Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NIV)

16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; * give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. ¥ Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 2° do
not treat prophecies with contempt. 2! Test everything. Hold on to the good.

22. Avoid every kind of evil. 2 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 The one who calls you is faithful and he
will do it.

Hebrews 10:19-25 (N1V)

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, 2 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain,
that is, his body, 2 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, # let
us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water. 2 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he
who promised is faithful. 2* And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds. ?° Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.

1. Holding on to hope

Hebrews 10:23 (N1V)
23 et us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful.

2. And what is our hope?

Revelation 21:1-5 (NIV)

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. * And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. * He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain,
for the old order of things has passed away." ® He who was seated on the throne



said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true."
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3. God is faithful

1 Corinthians 10:13 (N1V)

13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you
are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (N1V)

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 2* The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.

Psalm 89:8 (N1V)
8 O LORD God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O LORD, and your
faithfulness surrounds you.

2 Timothy 2:13 (N1V)
13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.



