Scripture Reading

John 5:1-9 (NIV)

! Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. > Now there
is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda
and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. * Here a great number of
disabled people used to lie--the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. * > One who was
there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. © When Jesus saw him lying there
and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do
you want to get well?" 7 "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into
the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes
down ahead of me." ® Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk." ° At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on
which this took place was a Sabbath,

Philippians 4:8 (NIV)

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy--think about such things.

1) Do you want to get well?

John 5:6 (NIV)
® When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition
for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"

2) Longing for new creation

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 (NIV)

! Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. > Meanwhile we
groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, * because when we are
clothed, we will not be found naked. * For while we are in this tent, we groan and
are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. > Now it is
God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.

3) We have to stop thinking the way the world does




Romans 12:2 (NIV)

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will
1s--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

4) We need to start thinking God’s way

Philippians 4:8 (MSG)

8 Summing it all up, friends, I'd say you'll do best by filling your minds and
meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the
best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, not things to curse.



