
Scripture Reading 

 

Genesis 11:1-9 (NIV)  
1  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2  As men moved 

eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3  They said to each other, 

"Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of 

stone, and tar for mortar. 4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for 

ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 5  But the LORD 

came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6  The LORD 

said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then 

nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7  Come, let us go down and 

confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 8  So the LORD 

scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9  That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language 

of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the 

whole earth.  

 

1. The tower of Babel 

 

Genesis 11:1-4 (ESV)  
1  Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2  And as people 

migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  
3  And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4  Then they 

said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 

whole earth.”  
 

2) The division of humankind 

 

Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (NIV)  
8  When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all 

mankind, he set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons 

of Israel. 9  For the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.  

 

Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (ESV)  
8  When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided 

mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons 

of God. 9  But the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.  



 

 

Psalm 82:1-8 (ESV)  
1  God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds 

judgment: 2  “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 
Selah 3  Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the 

afflicted and the destitute. 4  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the 

hand of the wicked.” 5  They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk 

about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 6  I said, “You are 
gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 7  nevertheless, like men you shall die, and 

fall like any prince.” 8  Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the 

nations!  

 

3) God keeps one nation for Himself 

 

Genesis 12:1-2 (NIV)  
1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your 

father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2  "I will make you into a 

great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing.  

 

Genesis 15:1-6 (NIV)  
1  After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, 

Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." 2  But Abram said, "O Sovereign 

LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit 

my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3  And Abram said, "You have given me no 

children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 4  Then the word of the 

LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your 

own body will be your heir." 5  He took him outside and said, "Look up at the 

heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, 

"So shall your offspring be." 6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to 

him as righteousness.  

 

Genesis 12:3 (NIV)  
3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  

 

Galatians 3:26-29 (NRSV)  
26  for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27  As many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28  There is no 



longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29  And if you belong to Christ, then 

you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

 


