
Scripture Reading 

 

Acts 1:1-8 (NIV)  
1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3  After his suffering, he showed 

himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 

appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  
4  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 

"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. 5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6  So when they met together, they asked him, 

"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7  He said to 

them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth."  

 

1) Jesus ascends so Holy Spirit can come 

 

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV)  
2  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV)  
13  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14  who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NIV)  
26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you 

your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27  And I will put my Spirit in you 

and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 

 

Galatians 5:16 (NIV)  
16  So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature.  

 



2. The spiritual battle is on 

 

Acts 1:8 (NIV)  
8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth."  

 

Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)  
1  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2  Suddenly 

a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. 3  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 4  All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

 

Acts 2:22-33 (NIV)  
22  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 

you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as 

you yourselves know. 23  This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose 

and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by 

nailing him to the cross. 24  But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 

agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 
25  David said about him: "'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my 

right hand, I will not be shaken. 26  Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 

rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27  because you will not abandon me to the 

grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 28  You have made known to me 

the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 29  "Brothers, I can tell 

you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here 

to this day. 30  But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath 

that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31  Seeing what was 

ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the 

grave, nor did his body see decay. 32  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are 

all witnesses of the fact. 33  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from 

the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.  

 

Acts 2:41 (NIV)  
41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)  
18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 



been given to me. 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age." 

 

3) The beginning of the end for the fallen sons of God 

 

Deuteronomy 32:8 (ESV)  
8  When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided 

mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons 

of God.  

 

Colossians 2:13-15 (NIV)  
13  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 

nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14  having 

canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood 

opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15  And having disarmed the 

powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 

by the cross. 

 

1 Peter 3:22 (NIV)  
22  who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities 

and powers in submission to him. 

 

Ephesians 1:20-21 (NIV)  
20  which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21  far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in 

the one to come. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:20-24 (NIV)  
20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. 21  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 

dead comes also through a man. 22  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 

made alive. 23  But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him. 24  Then the end will come, when he hands over 

the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 

power.  

 

 


