Scripture Reading

Revelation 21:1-5 (NIV)

! Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now
the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. # He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain,
for the old order of things has passed away." ®> He who was seated on the throne
said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true."

1) In Christ we are already new creation people

Colossians 1:15-23 (N1V)

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. ¢ For by
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him
and for him. " He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 8 And
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. ** For God
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 2 and through him to reconcile
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross. 2 Once you were alienated from God and
were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has
reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from accusation-- 2 if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the
gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

2) Put on the new self

Ephesians 4:22-24 (N1V)

22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self,
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 2 to be made new in the attitude
of your minds; 2 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.



2 Corinthians 3:18 (N1V)

18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.

Matthew 28:18-20 (N1V)

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 1° Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ° and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always,
to the very end of the age."”

3) We are to live as a small working model of new creation

Galatians 5:22-25 (NI1V)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 2 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
passions and desires. 2° Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.



