Scripture Reading

Ephesians 6:10-17 (NIV)

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. !' Put on the full armor
of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. '? For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms. !> Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. '* Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, !> and with your feet
fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. ' In addition to all
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. !7 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.

1. The armor of God

Isaiah 11:5 (NIV)
> Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

Isaiah 59:17 (NIV)

'7 He put on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of salvation on his
head; he put on the garments of vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a
cloak.

Isaiah 52:7 (NIV)

7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
"Your God reigns!"

Proverbs 30:5 (NIV)
> "Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.

Deuteronomy 33:29 (NIV)

29 Blessed are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD? He is
your shield and helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before
you, and you will trample down their high places."



2. David and Goliath

1 Samuel 17:4-8 (NIV)

4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine
camp. He was over nine feet tall. > He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a
coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; ¢ on his legs he
wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft
was like a weaver's rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield
bearer went ahead of him. ® Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why
do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the
servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me.

1 Samuel 17:26b (NIV)
26 .. Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the
living God?"

1 Samuel 17:32 (NIV)
32 David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your
servant will go and fight him."

1 Samuel 17:36-37 (NIV)

36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine
will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 3’ The
LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the
LORD be with you."

1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV)

* David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. *® This day the LORD will hand you over
to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth,
and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. ¥ All those gathered
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle
is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."



Genesis 3:15 (NIV)
15" And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

3. The schemes of the evil one

Ephesians 6:11 (NIV)
1 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's
schemes.

a) Greed

1 John 2:15-16 (NIV)

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. '® For everything in the world--the cravings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes
not from the Father but from the world.

b) Fear

1 John 4:18 (NIV)
I8 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

1 John 4:7-17 (NIV)

’ Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. ® Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. ° This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. '° This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. !! Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. ' No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in
us and his love is made complete in us. '* We know that we live in him and he in
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. '* And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. !° If anyone acknowledges
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. '®* And so we know
and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him. '7 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we
will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like
him.



