Scripture Reading

Ephesians 6:10-18 (NIV)

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ** Put on the full armor
of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. *? For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms. 3 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, ** and with your feet
fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. *® In addition to all
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. 1" Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. 8 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for
all the saints.

1. The breastplate of righteousness

Ephesians 6:14 (N1V)
14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place,

2. His Righteousness vs self-righteous

Luke 18:9-14 (NIV)

® To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on
everybody else, Jesus told this parable: ° "Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ' The Pharisee stood up and prayed
about himself: ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other men--robbers, evildoers,
adulterers--or even like this tax collector. 12 | fast twice a week and give a tenth of
all 1 get.' * "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 24 | tell
you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted."

3) Living in His righteousness




2 Corinthians 5:21 (N1V)
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

John 4:7-10 (N1V)

" When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give
me a drink?" & (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) ® The Samaritan
woman said to him, "You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 1° Jesus
answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."

4) We all desperately need the grace of God.

Galatians 2:21 (NIV)
21 | do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through
the law, Christ died for nothing!"



