
 

Scripture Reading 

 

Revelation 21:1–5 (NIV) 

1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 

God. 4‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5He who 
was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

1) The beauty of an open-ended question 

 

John 1:38 (NIV) 

38Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 

 

2) What are you seeking (looking for)? 

 

John 1:35–39 (ESV) 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he 

looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw 

them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, 

“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 

 

John 18:3–8 (ESV) 

3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 

4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to 

them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said 
to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When 

Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked 



them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 

answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 

 

John 20:11–15 (ESV) 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 

into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 

 

3) What are you seeking (looking for)? 

 

Revelation 21:1–5 (NIV) 

1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 

God. 4‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5He who 
was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 

“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

This is a quote from Pascal: 

 

What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once 

in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and 

trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things 

that are not there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, 

since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable object; in 

other words by God himself. 

 

A paraphrase of this quote has been popularized over time and now reads like 

this   

 



“There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every [person] which cannot be 

filled by any created thing, but only by God the Creator, made known through 

Jesus Christ.”  
 


