
Scripture Reading 

 

John 13:12-17 (NIV)  
12  When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to 

his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13  "You 

call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14  Now that I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's 

feet. 15  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16  I 

tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 

than the one who sent him. 17  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed 

if you do them. 

 

1) Do you understand what I have done for you? 

 

John 13:1-11 (NIV)  
1  It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him 

to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 

world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 2  The evening meal was 

being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to 

betray Jesus. 3  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and 

that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4  so he got up from the 

meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5  After 

that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them 

with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6  He came to Simon Peter, who said 

to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7  Jesus replied, "You do not realize 

now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8  "No," said Peter, "you shall 

never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with 

me." 9  "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my 

head as well!" 10  Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to 

wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 

you." 11  For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 

every one was clean.  

 

John 13:6-8 (NIV) 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
 

 



Luke 22:24 (NIV) 
24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be 

greatest.  
 

2) Understanding the importance of being a servant in the Kingdom 

 

Mark 9:33-34 (NIV)  
33  They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What 

were you arguing about on the road?" 34  But they kept quiet because on the way 

they had argued about who was the greatest. 

 

Mark 9:35 (NIV)  
35  Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he 

must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

 

3) What is a servant of all? 

 

1 Samuel 16:1 (NIV)  
1  The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 

rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am 

sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king."  

 

1 Samuel 17:1-6 (NIV)  
1  Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in 

Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah.  
2  Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up 

their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3  The Philistines occupied one hill and the 

Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4  A champion named Goliath, 

who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall.  
5  He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze 

weighing five thousand shekels; 6  on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a 

bronze javelin was slung on his back.  

 

1 Samuel 17:16-19 (NIV)  
16  For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took 

his stand.  

 

1 Samuel 17:17-19 (NIV)  
17  Now Jesse said to his son David, "Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten 

loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18  Take along these ten  



 

1 Samuel 17:20-23 (NIV)  
20  Early in the morning David left the flock with a shepherd, loaded up and set out, 

as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle 

positions, shouting the war cry. 21  Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their 

lines facing each other. 22  David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to 

the battle lines and greeted his brothers. 23  As he was talking with them, Goliath, 

the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his 

usual defiance, and David heard it. 

 


