Scripture Reading

Luke 6:37-42 (NIV)

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both
fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully
trained will be like their teacher. 41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can
you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,” when you
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank
out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.

1) How we see people

2 Corinthians 5:16 (NIV)
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.

Acts 9:1-18a (NIV)

I Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues
in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men
or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared
Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told
what you must do." 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they
heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when
he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 10 In
Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision,
"Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. 11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is
praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his
hands on him to restore his sight." 13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard



many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in
Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest
all who call on your name." 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my
chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before
the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he
said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were
coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could
see again.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (MSG)

14 Christ's love has moved me to such extremes. His love has the first and last
word in everything we do. Our firm decision is to work from this focused center:
One man died for everyone. That puts everyone in the same boat. 15 He included
everyone in his death so that everyone could also be included in his life, a
resurrection life, a far better life than people ever lived on their own. 16 Because
of this decision we don't evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We
looked at the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We
certainly don't look at him that way anymore. 17 Now we look inside, and what
we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The
old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it!

2) What is that speck?

Luke 6:41-42 (NIV)

41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,” when you yourself fail to see the
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

3) Grace, Grace, Grace

Ephesians 2:4-10 (NIV)

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ



Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For
we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.



