Scripture Reading

Matthew 13:44-51 (N1V)

4 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
4 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.

4 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and
bought it. # "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down
into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. “ When it was full, the fishermen pulled
it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but
threw the bad away. *° This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come and separate the wicked from the righteous *° and throw them into the fiery
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 5 "Have you
understood all these things?" Jesus asked. "Yes," they replied.

Galatians 1:1-5 (NIV)

1 Paul, an apostle--sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the
Father, who raised him from the dead-- 2 and all the brothers with me, To the
churches in Galatia: ® Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ, # who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age,
according to the will of our God and Father, ® to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

1) The present evil age

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (N1V)

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. * The
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Ephesians 2:1-2 (NIV)

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom
of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

2) The age to come
Ephesians 1:21 (NIV)

21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.



Mark 10:29-30 (N1V)

29 " tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel *° will fail to
receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters,
mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come,
eternal life.

Matthew 24:3 (N1V)

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.
"Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?"

Galatians 1:4 (N1V)
4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to
the will of our God and Father,

Hebrews 6:5 (NIV)
> who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming
age,

3) The now and the not yet
Philippians 1:6 (N1V)

® being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.



