
Scripture Reading 

 

2 Timothy 3:15b-17 (MSG)  
15  …There's nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16  Every part of Scripture is God-breathed 

and useful one way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, 

correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way. 17  Through the Word we are 

put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us. 

  

Mark 12:24 (NIV)  
24  Jesus replied, "Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or 

the power of God? 

 

1) The Word of God 

 

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)  
12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

 

Ephesians 6:17 (NIV)  
17  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 

 

2) The Word of God exposes and defeats the lie of fear  

 

Joshua 1:4-9 (NIV)  
4  Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, 

the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on the west. 5  No one will 

be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I 

will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6  "Be strong and 

courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

forefathers to give them. 7  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all 

the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, 

that you may be successful wherever you go. 8  Do not let this Book of the Law 

depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 

do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9  Have I 

not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."  

 



3) Keep your sword sharp 

 

1 Samuel 13:19-22a  (NIV)  
19  Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel, because the 

Philistines had said, "Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears!"  
20  So all Israel went down to the Philistines to have their plowshares, mattocks, 

axes and sickles sharpened. 21  The price was two thirds of a shekel for sharpening 

plowshares and mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening forks and axes and 

for repointing goads. 22  So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and 

Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand;  

 

Romans 12:2 (NIV)  
2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will 

is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

 

4) Illuminated reading 

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV)  
14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit 

of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they 

are discerned only through the Spirit. 

 

John 16:13 (NIV)  
13  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will 

not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is 

yet to come. 

 

Ephesians 1:17-18 (NIV)  
17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 

give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 

the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his 

holy people, 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+1%3A17-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29224a

