Scripture Reading

Luke 24:44 (NIV)

4 He said to them, "This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
Psalms." *® Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.

% He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, #’ and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. ¢ You are witnesses of these
things.

1) What the Bible says about itself

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, 1’ so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)

12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

2) The Bible is a library, not just a book

Ephesians 1:9-11 (N1V)

® And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure,
which he purposed in Christ, 1° to be put into effect when the times will have
reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under
one head, even Christ. * In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will,

Luke 24:44 (NIV)

4 He said to them, "This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the
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Luke 24:46-48 (NI1V)

% He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, #’ and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. ¢ You are witnesses of these
things.

3) Jesus is so cool

1 John 2:1 (NASB)
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

Revelation 12:10 (NIV)

19 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser
of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled
down.

Mark 6:17-29 (NIV)

17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife,
whom he had married. 8 For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for
you to have your brother's wife." ** So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and
wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, ° because Herod feared John and
protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard
John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 2! Finally the opportune
time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the
girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 2 And he promised
her with an oath, "Whatever you ask | will give you, up to half my kingdom."

24 She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" "The head of John
the Baptist," she answered. ® At once the girl hurried in to the king with the
request: "'l want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a
platter." 2 The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 2” So he immediately sent an executioner
with orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison,

28 and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave



it to her mother. 2 On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and
laid it in a tomb.

Mark 12:13-17 (NRSV)

13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what
he said. 1* And they came and said to him, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere,
and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but
teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not? ¥ Should we pay them, or should we not?" But knowing their
hypocrisy, he said to them, "Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a
denarius and let me see it." ® And they brought one. Then he said to them, "Whose
head is this, and whose title?" They answered, "The emperor's."” 17 Jesus said to
them, "Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things
that are God's." And they were utterly amazed at him.



