Scripture Reading

Hebrews 11:8-10 (NIV)

& By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.
® By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. 1 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.

1) God keeps one nation for Himself

Genesis 12:1-2 (NIV)

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your
father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing.

Genesis 12:3 (NIV)
3 1 will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

Galatians 3:26-29 (NRSV)

26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 2 As many of you
as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 2 There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 2 And if you belong to Christ, then
you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.

2) Living by faith

Hebrews 11:8-10 (NIV)

& By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.
® By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. 1 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.



Hebrews 11:13 (N1V)
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive
the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.

Hebrews 11:39 (N1V)
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised.

Hebrews 11:17-19 (N1V)

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who
had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 8 even
though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned." *°* Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively
speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

Hebrews 11:20-22 (N1V)

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 2* By faith Jacob,
when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on
the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the
exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.

Genesis 27:1-4 (NIV)

1 'When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he
called for Esau his older son and said to him, "My son."” "Here | am," he answered.
2 1saac said, "I am now an old man and don't know the day of my death. * Now
then, get your weapons--your quiver and bow--and go out to the open country to
hunt some wild game for me. # Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it
to me to eat, so that | may give you my blessing before I die."”

Genesis 48:8-10 (NIV)

& When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, "Who are these?" ® "They are the
sons God has given me here," Joseph said to his father. Then Israel said, "Bring
them to me so | may bless them." 1 Now Israel's eyes were failing because of old
age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his
father kissed them and embraced them.

Genesis 48:20-22 (NI1V)
20 He blessed them that day and said, "In your name will Israel pronounce this
blessing: ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.™ So he put Ephraim



ahead of Manasseh. 2* Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am about to die, but God will
be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers.

Genesis 50:22-26 (N1V)

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a hundred
and ten years 2 and saw the third generation of Ephraim's children. Also the
children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph's knees.

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "'l am about to die. But God will surely come
to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." 2 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath
and said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up
from this place." % So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they
embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.

3) Where is the lamb?

Hebrews 11:17-19 (N1V)

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who
had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 8 even
though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned." ** Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively
speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.

Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here | am,"
he replied. 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains | will tell you about.”

Genesis 22:4 (NIV)
4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.

Genesis 22:5 (NI1V)
> He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."

Hebrews 11:19 (N1V)
19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he
did receive Isaac back from death.



Genesis 22:6 (NIV)
¢ Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and
he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together,

Genesis 22:7 (NIV)

7 1saac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?"
Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb
for the burnt offering?"

Genesis 22:8 (NIV)
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering,
my son." And the two of them went on together.

Genesis 22:13 (N1V)

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He
went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is
said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."

John 1:29 (N1V)
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!



