Scripture Reading

Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV)

13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled by men. 4 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. 1> Neither do peoplelight a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. !¢ In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.

1) The now and not yet

Mark 1:15 (NIV)
15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news!"

Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV)

2 "I'will makeyouinto a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 T will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

2) Living as new creation people

1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIV)
16 Don'tyou know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives
in you?

1 Corinthians 6:19 (NIV)
19 Do you not know that yourbody is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God?

Ephesians 2:19-21 (NIV)

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with
God's people and members of God's household, 2° built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 2! In him

the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord.

a) The salt of the earth



Exodus 19:5-6 (NIV)

> Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then outof all nations you will
be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, ¢ you will be for me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites."

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

b) The light of the world

Isaiah 49:5-6 (NIV)

> And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to
bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes
of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- he says: "Itis too small a thing
for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of
Israel I have kept. Iwill also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring
my salvation to the ends of the earth."

3) Revelation — Fear or Hope

Revelation 13:16-18 (NIV)

16 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to
receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, !7 so that no one could buy or
sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his
name. '® This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number
of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666.



