Scripture Reading

Genesis 2:21-24 (NIV)

21'So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. >
Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to the man. > The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,” for she was taken out of man.” **
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they
become one flesh.

1) What does an imager do?

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

° But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

Exodus 19:5-6a (NIV)

> Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will
be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, ¢ you will be for me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'

2) We exchanged it at the fall

Romans 1:20-23 (NIV)

29 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power
and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
made, so that men are without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they neither
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and
their foolish hearts were darkened. 2> Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools * and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to
look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

3) In Christ we are renewed image bearers

Colossians 1:15 (NIV)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.



Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV)

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. '® For by
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him
and for him. " He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '* And
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. ' For God
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, * and through him to reconcile
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

Genesis 1:1a (NIV)
! In the beginning. ..

Colossians 3:1-10 (NIV)

I Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on things above,
not on earthly things. * For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in
God. * When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory. °> Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. ¢ Because of
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life
you once lived. * But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. ° Do not lie to
each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices '° and have put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

Revelation 5:9-10 (NIV)

? And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation. ' You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth."



