
Scripture Reading 
 
Genesis 2:4–9 (NIV) 
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the 
LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 5Now no shrub had yet appeared on the 
earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6but streams came up from the 
earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7Then the LORD God formed a 
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being. 8Now the LORD God had planted a garden in 
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9The LORD God made 
all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and 
good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
 
1. Water, humans, trees 
 
Genesis 2:6–9 (NIV) 
6but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 
7Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8Now the LORD 
God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 
formed. 9The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the 
tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
Psalm 1:1–3 (NIV) 
1Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way 
that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose delight is in the law 
of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 3That person is like a 
tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither— whatever they do prospers. 
 
2. To work and to keep 
 
Genesis 2:15 (NIV) 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 
 
Numbers 18:7 (NIV) 



7But only you and your sons may serve(shamar) as priests in connection with 
everything at the altar and inside the curtain. I am giving you the service(abad) of 
the priesthood as a gift. Anyone else who comes near the sanctuary is to be put to 
death.” 
 
3. The divine command 
 
Genesis 2:16–17 (NIV) 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
 
a. Part one 
 
Genesis 2:16 (NIV) 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; 
 
b. Part two 
 
Genesis 2:17 (NIV) 
17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
 
4. Humans and trees 
 



 
 
 


