
Scripture Reading 
 
Genesis 27:1–4 (NIV) 
1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he 
called for Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.” “Here I am,” he answered.  
2 Isaac said, “I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death. 3 Now 
then, get your equipment—your quiver and bow—and go out to the open country 
to hunt some wild game for me. 4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring 
it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.” 
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1) The Birthright 
 
Genesis 25:27–34 (NIV) 
27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, 
while Jacob was content to stay at home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste 
for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was 
cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to 
Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he 
was also called Edom.) 31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”  
32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”  
33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his 
birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He 
ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright. 
 
Genesis 25:21–23 (NIV) 
21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The 
LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies 
jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she 
went to inquire of the LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your 
womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be 
stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” 
 
2) The Birthright for followers of Jesus 
 
Colossians 1:15 (NIV) 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 



 
Ephesians 1:3–6 (NIV) 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will—6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given 
us in the One he loves. 
 
Ephesians 1:13–14 (NIV) 
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 
Romans 8:15–17 (NIV) 
15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him 
we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 
share in his glory. 
 
3) Living Out Our Birthright 
 
Philippians 2:9–11 (NIV) 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Galatians 3:29 (NIV) 
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 
 
Hebrews 12:16 (NIV) 
16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single 
meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 
 
 


