Scripture Reading

Romans 8:31-39 (NIV)

31'What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 3> He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 3> Who will bring
any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. ** Who
then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that,
who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. *°
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? ¢ As it is written: “For
your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 3" No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. *® For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1) Sovereignty and providence

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)

16° All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, !’ so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

2) From the pit to the palace

Genesis 50:20 (NIV)
20You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is
now being done, the saving of many lives.

3) Learning to trust God's timing
a) Patience in trials

James 1:2—4 (NIV)

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, * because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.

4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.



b) Seeing the bigger picture

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV)

3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; * perseverance, character; and character, hope. > And hope
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

c¢) Active trust

Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV)

? Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up. '° Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.



