Scripture Reading

Exodus 7:14-18 (NIV)

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses to let
the people go. '° Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the river. Confront
him on the bank of the Nile, and take in your hand the staff that was changed into a
snake. ' Then say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say
to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness. But until
now you have not listened. '” This is what the LORD says: By this you will know
that [ am the LORD: With the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of the
Nile, and it will be changed into blood. '® The fish in the Nile will die, and the river
will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.” ”

1) Who is the Lord?

Exodus 5:1-2 (NIV)

! Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD,
the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in
the wilderness.” ” ? Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let
Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.”

Exodus 7:17 (NIV)

'7This is what the LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD: With the
staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed
into blood.

Exodus 9:13—-14 (NIV)

13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh
and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my
people go, so that they may worship me, ' or this time I will send the full force of
my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, so you may
know that there is no one like me in all the earth.

2. The God of Creation

Genesis 1:1-2 (NIV)

"'In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. > Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.



3. The God who saves

Exodus 9:15-16 (NIV)

15 For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people
with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. ' But I have raised you up
for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth.

Exodus 9:20-21 (NIV)

20 Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word of the LORD hurried to bring
their slaves and their livestock inside. ! But those who ignored the word of the
LoRD left their slaves and livestock in the field.

Matthew 27:45-54 (NIV)

# From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. *® About
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
(which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?””). ¥’ When some of
those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” *® Immediately one
of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and
offered it to Jesus to drink. * The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if
Elijah comes to save him.” >* And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice,
he gave up his spirit. >! At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split >> and the tombs broke open.
The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 3 They came out
of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to
many people. >* When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed,
“Surely he was the Son of God!”



