Scripture Reading

Matthew 22:36—40 (NIV)

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” ¥ Jesus replied:

“ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” ¥ This is the first and greatest commandment. * And the second is like
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” *° All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.”

1) The second word (commandment)

Exodus 20:4-5a (NIV)

*“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. *You shall not bow down to
them or worship them:;

Exodus 20:2-3 (NIV)
2T am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery. *“You shall have no other gods before me.

Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV)

15The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. '° For in
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. '” He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. ¥ And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
1 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 2 and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

2) The third word (commandment)

Exodus 20:7 (NIV)
7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

Matthew 7:15-23 (NIV)
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. '® By their fruit you will recognize them. Do



people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? ! Likewise, every good
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. '* A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. !° Every tree that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. ?° Thus, by their fruit you will recognize
them. ! “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. ** Many
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in
your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?” 2> Then I
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

3) The way, the truth, the life

John 14:6 (NIV)
¢ Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

John 18:37-38 (NIV)

37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In
fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 3 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate.
With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis for
a charge against him.

John 1:14 (NIV)

4The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.

John 21:15-19 (NIV)

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” '® Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Take care of my sheep.” !7 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?”” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you
love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said, “Feed my sheep. '® Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want



to go.” ! Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify
God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

John 21:2-12 (NIV)

2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. * "I'm going out to fish,"
Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

John 21:15-17 (NIV)

15 'When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John,
do you [agap€ love] me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I
[philed love] you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." !¢ Again Jesus said, "Simon son
of John, do you [agap€ love] me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I
[philed love] you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." !7 The third time he said
to him, "Simon son of John, do you [philed love] me?" Peter was hurt because
Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you [philed love] me?" He said, "Lord, you
know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.

1 Peter 1:8-9 (NIV)

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
? for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.



