Scripture Reading

Numbers 6:24-26 (NIV)
24¢ < “The Lord bless you and keep you; » the Lord make his face shine on you and
be gracious to you; 2° the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’

1) The priestly blessing

Numbers 6:22-27 (NIV)

22The Lord said to Moses, > “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to
bless the Israelites. Say to them: 2** ¢ “The Lord bless you and keep you; * the
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 2° the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace.” 2’ “So they will put my name on the Israelites,
and I will bless them.”

2) The importance of Passover

Numbers 9:1-5 (NIV)

'The Lord spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai in the first month of the second
year after they came out of Egypt. He said, ? “Have the Israelites celebrate the
Passover at the appointed time. ® Celebrate it at the appointed time, at twilight on
the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its rules and regulations.”
*So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, ° and they did so in the
Desert of Sinai at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites
did everything just as the Lord commanded Moses.

3) Seeking wisdom for life

Numbers 9:6—7 (NIV)

® But some of them could not celebrate the Passover on that day because they were
ceremonially unclean on account of a dead body. So they came to Moses and
Aaron that same day 7 and said to Moses, “We have become unclean because of a
dead body, but why should we be kept from presenting the Lord’s offering with the
other Israelites at the appointed time?”

Numbers 9:8—-12 (NIV)

8 Moses answered them, “Wait until I find out what the Lord commands
concerning you.” ® Then the Lord said to Moses, ' ®Tell the Israelites: “When any
of you or your descendants are unclean because of a dead body or are away on a
journey, they are still to celebrate the Lord’s Passover, ' but they are to do it on the



fourteenth day of the second month at twilight. They are to eat the lamb, together
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. !> They must not leave any of it till
morning or break any of its bones. When they celebrate the Passover, they must
follow all the regulations.

4) The bronze snake

Numbers 21:4-9 (NIV)

* They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around
Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; > they spoke against God and
against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!"
® Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and
many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we
spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes
away from us." So Moses prayed for the people. ® The LORD said to Moses,
"Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and
live." ® So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone
was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

John 3:1-3 (NIV)

I Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the
Jewish ruling council. > He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous
signs you are doing if God were not with him."  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell
you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."

John 3:12-15 (NIV)

12 T have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things? '* No one has ever gone into heaven except
the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. * Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, !> that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)
2l God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.



John 3:14-15 (NIV)
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, ° that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.



