Scripture Reading

Joshua 5:13—15 (NIV)

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?” '*“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander
of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his
servant?” '° The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

1) Joshua is the new Moses

Joshua 1:5-9 (NIV)

> No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with
Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. ¢ Be strong
and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to
their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. ® Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. ® Have I not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

2) Joshua encounters Jesus

Joshua 5:13—15 (NIV)

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?” '* “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander
of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his
servant?” !> The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

Exodus 3:1-5 (NIV)

"'Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God. ? There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of



fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn
up. > So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush
does not burn up.” * When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called
to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”” And Moses said, “Here I am.”

3 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where
you are standing is holy ground.”

Malachi 3:1 (NIV)

1T will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant,
whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.

3) Encountering Jesus

Genesis 32:24-30 (NIV)

24S0 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. > When the
man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so
that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. >® Then the man said, “Let
me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless
me.” 2’ The man asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. 2 Then
the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” ? Jacob said, “Please
tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?”” Then he blessed
him there. *° So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face
to face, and yet my life was spared.”

Job 38:1-3 (NIV)

'"Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: ?“Who is this that obscures
my plans with words without knowledge? * Brace yourself like a man; I will
question you, and you shall answer me.

Joshua 5:13 (NIV)

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?”

4) Choose for yourselves

Joshua 24:14—-15 (NIV)



14“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods
your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the
Lord. " But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.
But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”



