Scripture Reading

Ezekiel 37:1-4 (NIV)

'"The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me back and
forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones
that were very dry. > He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said,
“Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones
and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!

1) The Old Testament prophets can seem a little weird

Ezekiel 3:1-2 (NIV)

! And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go
and speak to the people of Israel.” 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the
scroll to eat.

Ezekiel 4:4—6 (NIV)

4+“Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the people of Israel upon yourself.
You are to bear their sin for the number of days you lie on your side. > have
assigned you the same number of days as the years of their sin. So for 390 days
you will bear the sin of the people of Israel. ® “After you have finished this, lie
down again, this time on your right side, and bear the sin of the people of Judah. I
have assigned you 40 days, a day for each year.

Ezekiel 4:15 (N1IV)
I5«Very well,” he said, “I will let you bake your bread over cow dung instead of
human excrement.”

2) The valley of dry bones

Ezekiel 37:1-3 (NIV)

'"The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me back and
forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones
that were very dry. > He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said,
“Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

Ezekiel 37:4—6 (NIV)



*Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord! > This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: 1 will
make breath enter you, and you will come to life. ¢ I will attach tendons to you and
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and
you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.” ”

Ezekiel 37:9-10 (NIV)

? Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it,
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and
breathe into these slain, that they may live.” ” 1° So I prophesied as he commanded
me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast
army.

Ezekiel 37:11-14 (NIV)

"' Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” ! Therefore
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, [ am
going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. '* Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves and bring you up from them. T will put my Spirit in you and you will
live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord
have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.” ”

3) False hope leads to despair

Ezekiel 37:11 (NIV)
"' Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

4) The good news according to Ezekiel

Ezekiel 37:12-14 (NIV)

12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My
people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring
you back to the land of Israel. '* Then you, my people, will know that I am the
Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. '*1 will put my Spirit
in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will
know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.” ”



Romans 8:10-16 (NIV)

10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of
sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. !! And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. !?
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to
live according to it. '* For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by
the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. '* For those who
are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. '* The Spirit you received does
not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” !¢
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.



