Scripture Reading

Galatians 3:13—-14 (NIV)

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” * He redeemed us in order
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

1) What is a Covenant?

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NIV)

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them
out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,”
declares the Lord. ** “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. ** No longer will they
teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,” because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

Deuteronomy 7:9 (NIV)

? Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his
covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his
commandments.

2) Is it Law or Love?

Deuteronomy 7:12—14 (NIV)

I21f you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the Lord
your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your ancestors.

13 He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit
of your womb, the crops of your land—your grain, new wine and olive oil—the
calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the land he swore to your
ancestors to give you. '* You will be blessed more than any other people; none of
your men or women will be childless, nor will any of your livestock be without
young.

Deuteronomy 8:19-20 (NIV)



If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and worship and bow
down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 2° Like
the nations the Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying
the Lord your God.

3) Reconciling law and love

Jeremiah 31:33 (NIV)

33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,”
declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I
will be their God, and they will be my people.

Galatians 3:13—-14 (NIV)

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” *He redeemed us in order
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

4) How the New Covenant Changes Our Lives

a) Empowered Compassion

b) Discernment

c) Peace



