Scripture Reading

John 1:29-34 (NIV)

2 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! *° This is the one I meant when I said,
‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.” 3'I
myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he
might be revealed to Israel.” 3 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit
come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. ** And I myself did not
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on
whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.” **I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

1. John’s view of himself

John 1:19-23 (NIV)

1 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to ask him who he was. 2° He did not fail to confess, but confessed
freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 2! They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 2> Finally
they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” 2 John replied in the words of Isaiah the
prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
for the Lord.”

Isaiah 40:3 (NIV)
3A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Matthew 11:7-11 (NIV)

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind?

81f not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who
wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. ® Then what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. '° This is the one about whom it
is written: “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you.” ! Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen
anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.



Jesus declared that even the least in the kingdom of God is greater than John the
Baptist. Why? We have a fuller understanding of Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection.

2. John’s view of Jesus

John 1:29 (NIV)
? The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!

3. Bold humility

John 1:26-27 (NIV)

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not
know. 2’ He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not
worthy to untie.”

Luke 3:18-20 (NIV)

18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good
news to them. '° But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage
to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, ?° Herod
added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.



